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It is generally recognised that the Committee has proved itself
both " industrious and efficient ", and it has notably enlarged
tHe authority of the Assembly.
The constitution, functions, and powers of the provincial
Public Accounts Committees are very similar to those of the
Central Committee. Their working has not attracted as much
attention as that of .the Central Committee, owing to the fact
that they were slower to realise their duties and responsibilities.
Some of them have already done very valuable work, and with
the growing recognition of the importance of the functions
assigned to them, they are developing into efficient and useful
institutions.
(b) Control of Indian Finance by the Secretary ol State in
Council.
(i) In the Provinces.
430. With the establishment of responsible government in
certain spheres of provincial administration, control over expen-
diture on the transferred services has definitely passed to the
provincial legislatures. The Secretary of State has not, however,
completely divested himself of the responsibility for expenditure,
even on transferred departments. For ao proposal for the
appropriation of funds in a province may, under the Govern-
ment of India Act, be made except on the recommendation of
the Governor. The Devolution Eules require the previous sanc-
tion of the Secretary of State in Council to certain proposals for
expenditure in respect of transferred subjects before they are
included in a grant, as, for instance, for the creation of perma-
nent appointments normally held by members of All-India
services.
As regards provincial reserved subjects, there has been a con-
siderable relaxation of control by the Secretary of State in
Council, but the delegation of powers continues to be by means
of executive orders, embodied in what is commonly known as the
Provincial Audit Resolution, issued by him in virtue of the powers
conferred on him by the Act. The principal items of reserved
expenditure which require his sanction are the pay and
allowances of All-India services, the expenditure of Governors
the revision of establishments involving an annual expenditure
exceeding a certain limit and capital expenditure on irrigation
and other public works estimated to cost more than l\s. 50 lakhs.
In practice, the control is exercised through the Government of
India which, in forwarding the proposals to the Secretary of
State, offers its criticisms and suggestions.
In ar previous chapter we referred to the importance which the
Monta-gu-Chelmsfofd Beport attached to the financial autonomy
of the provinces, and described the nature of the control, strictly
regulated by statute, exercised by the Central Government over